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By STEPHBJr TBtaiBtXl,* 

H»r»M Mtff wrtttr*. 

An Air Force colonel now In 
retirement here charged Fri- 
day that he was muzfled in 
an attempt, ’o tell fellow, of- 
ficers the true ftory of the Cu- 
ban invasion fiasco — even 
tr, the privacy of a doted -door 
conference. 

Hut he said he did not blame 
only Richard N. Goodwin, -the 
.10- year-old aide of President 
l.Vy.nedy who was sworn in 
Thursday as deputy asststant 
si try of »ta«e for Inter- 
A tear Affairs. 

The colonel Is Fred D. 8te- 
who was the last sir -at* . 
tache at the U.8. embassy In 
■ li IVRIia. He flew out the filial 
records from there, and later 
operated n hush-hush A 1 r 
Force office here to help antl- 
Csstro activities. 

Now living at 9401 SW 61st 
Ct . he made his .charges In 
>tte#s to Sens. George Smath- 
■er« and Barry Goldwater. 

He denied an earlier quoti- 

Goodwin -for the ta$t that his 
scheduled briefing of other air 
attaches at a Caribbean Com- 
mand meeting In Panama last 
June was abruptly called off 
and that ha was ‘‘muwlecL" 

But "he did Confirm the state- 
ment that after hfs office here 
was abruptly closed he and an 
assistant ' were ordered to 

Washington. "at Mr. Goodwin’s; cbulj hay* bcon gained for I 
request.” He -wps away on : Cubans, Otf&S. and freedom ! 
' ■ v e at the time and could not I loving people everywhere.” , 
hr reached. | 

He said that weft bdfore the 

He said hln assistant, . MaJ. j April, invusion- there were 
Robert Van Horn (alnce j enough non -Castro "Cubans m 
transferred to'-Mexleo) went j the Escamhrny rrvpClAtains to 
to Washington add cooled his j have formed the “basis for s’ 
heel* in a sort of “outer-of- counter-revohftjori. He «#}d 
flee bouse arrest for t h r e. e i that ‘‘support wis the only 
weeks. "He said that during | limiting /actor," ", 

that time Major Vafi Horn 1 *^Tbe i ; < u t c e n c v ttrrw 




wasn’t 

He never had. 

■■i tam c 

“Then r wi * 
plalnahly, the: <frkr d 
let the F.scamhray 
support hf these' insurgents 
be wrong \ » . there, may 
he criminal elements there-. . . 
yo(t wouldn’t .want another 
Batista, would you? } ' 

' • i.UJUi 

“The United States -con trot 
led camps In the, Air .FotCJ 
support for the liberation, fal* 
tcred, and such mlsslonr'er 

^ 'i a spill: . 


Richard IV. Goodwin were allowed were 

. . . aide to Kennedy fail. 

"The airplanes 

was questioned only once by [The suppllejf.wt 
Goodwin, "and then very ! dedicated Cut® 
briefly.” , j there — wiljm] 

1 I lives to strike 

Col. .Stever? said it was also 
shortly, after this thdf he re- 
ceived a form nptlce hilling his 
bttedtldn to his approaching pinched off, a |ilf for 
eligibility for retirement 

I can't say morale of 

this was inspired ^patriots in J 
fair- h. ;? id . 4 -4; b»h *>| nm 

in support 

wide bungling fnfttiLling to give, (of this action) 
full support to -anti-Castro Cu- /might their way out 
bans both before, during and 
after the ill-fated April Invas- 
ion attempt, the colonel said: 


dom. as they!; 
April. 

"But ttas 


"With only,*’ modejt effort 
on our pajt, In either the 
early stagfcthe mlddle'tor lat- 
ter part,'ip complete victory 



cambrny ‘“In 
March.” 

The colonel did 
CIA official he said otice 
ed his Miami office 
he had received “Word from. 
Washington for our office 
’stop talking to Cubans or 
ra reers would be forfeited." ■ 4 


Approved For Release 2005/01/27 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000700390019-6 



